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Museur Buildings: A Design Manual
Paul von Naredi-Rainer

Museums

SEEMAATR

Building Type:

Architect: Tadao Ando & Associates

Year:
Location:

Country:

Urban Context: Urban Block Structure
Morphological Type:  Solitary Building

Geometric Centralized: Grid
Organization:

Height: Low-Rise (up to 3 levels) gj“l/\y I\ﬁ#‘ﬁ*?@*uﬁj‘j—ii\

Load Bearing Structure: Solid Construction; Column-and-Slab
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Access Type: Atrium/Hall %0)1&0)*”%75}%'\_9 l/ \ t lg: %
Floor Plan Layout: Interconnected Ensemble B u | ld | ng Ty pes O n |_| ne

“ © . el 5
Client: City of Himei J_ﬂ_jj’rl\‘ﬁgé,ﬂ.\:{<t—_1\_k/\o
Net Floor Area: 1324 1 1,360

Total Floor Area: 3815m? /2532 m? BUII'dIng Types Onllnelg:‘
Consultants: Structural engineering: Ascortal Engineering Associates B| rkh a use r@@?ﬁ?gﬁ%% q:lll:l\t lJt'.'.\

The location on a hillin sight of one of Japan's most famous fortfications was decisive in determining the design for the museum dedicated to the philosopher Tetsuro Watsuji (1589-1960). Built in two /7_ g —n ?k ( = a_ =A.
phases, it contains a collection of documents about the region's literary figures. While the main building serves primarily for exhibition purposes, the extension contains a library and an archive for the work Z Z T A L PRI Eg 5 afl X\

of the writer Ryotaro Shiba (1923-1996).

Program: Art Museum
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The museun itself (Himeii 1) consists of two velumes of different heights above a square ground plan: they intersect with sach other at an angle of 30 degraes. The tripartite division of the 22 5-metre sides =\ OX@o =) =
ofthis squars results in a nine-part grid structure. Projscted Into the third dimension. this becomes a spatial grid that allows the two prisms to appsar as mors or lsss deeply sunken cubes that ars variously
—
subdivided into open and closed volumes. Around the lower of thess two valumes is positioned a cylinder penstrated only by a few narrow window openings. Like the other parts of ths ensemble, the 7_‘ _9 N—2 T\\a'
eylinder is exposad concrete. Partially girdled by water falling n low cascades, over which a carefully eirclad ramp leads into the building, the reticence of this architecture reduced to the bare essentials o

conveys the meditative peace and quiet that is one of the most significant ideals of Zen Buddhism. Serving almost entirely for the presentation of the documents and pictures, the interior intentionally offers
continually changing spatial experiences generated by the intersection of the two cubes and a ramp leading along the cylinder wall. Nonetheless, visitors will stll be able to find the concentration necessary
for the study of the small-scale objects on display.

. . .
The extension (Himeji ), laid out on the axis of the existing musaum and also partially ringed by water. obeys the same design principles although it is quite different in appearance. An extended glazed B u I ld I n g I y p e S O n l I n e /\ O)
cube is also cut through — this time at an angle of 45 degrees — by a cube of concrete, for fts part concenirically subdivided
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